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FAMILY TRAVEL
IN THE CARIBBEAN
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amily travel is back in style again,
and the trend now is Tor Urips that
go beyond traditional family vaca-
tions and include more uniguee,
more active and more meaningful
travel plans. Im the following pages,
Traved Agent focuses on the Caribbean,
helping agents narrow down the list
of recommended family trips i this
ever-popular reglon,

Firsi. allow us to show exactly how
big family travel is gedting. A receni
American Express sty found that
family trawel is on the rise this summer,
arcording in almost four oul of fve
American Express Travel agents polled
natinmwide (79 pereent], who ide mLifiesd
it as one of this year's most significanily
inereasing travel trends.

This summer, family vacatlons are
expanding beyond the traditlonal get-
aways to include newer, hropder. more
acilve and meaningful travel plans, say
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The reghon has 8 host of properties with something to delight the whale

agents. Top motivators for Tamily travel
include the desire Lo introdues children
Lo diferent cultures, customs and
lifesiyles, experience new Lthings
together and create lasting memories,
Eighiy-one percent of agenis are hook-
ing Family vacations conslsting of
multi-generational trips that include
grandparenis. Additlonally, more than
two-thirds (6% percent) of agenis
are sesing grqndpqrrnt: traveling
n:rll::lwl'l}' with their grandchildran,
independent of mother and father,

(ther trends spotted by agenis
include adult children traveling with
their parents (69 peroent); family and
lamily friends traveling legether as ome
large group (6T percent); “blended”
lumilies, consisting of divoresd/re-mar-
ried parenis with their new spousas
and children all traveling together
(31 percent); and extanded family
members including aunts, uncles and
cousins (aking irips as a collective
groap (28 percent),

Here are just a few of the best oplions

Caribbean
Family Travel

:

in the Caribbean to suggest to multi-
generalional vacatlonars:

The Westin 5i. Maarten Dawn Beach
Hesort & Spa and The Westin Grand

Selling Family Travel

The Situstions Fomily travel s growing
by the minute and the Caribbaan has
countless vacation cpportunities for
multi-penarational vacationers.

Branch Owt: Discover off the beaten
path family vacations. Mesis. Turks &
Caicos, 5t Maarien, the Cayman lslands
and Anguits are great spols for families
Ipoking 0 g0 Somewhens diferent. Nas.
sau, the Babamas, i arylhing bul urr
krowm ot continues ba be & fonce in
Family travel.

Bottom Linec Family Travel 5 & trand
that is nol going eway, Agents selling
the Caribbean nead to stay up to spead
wilh destinations and properties offer
ing an abundanca of gmaenities for the
whide family,



Cayman both offer an array of amenities
perfect for family travel. Represenia-
tives of the proparties recently sat down
with Tieawel Agent 10 siress how devoted
the facilities are to the mulligenera-
tional clionts. Both properiies offer
agents a |0-percent commission

The Westin 51 Maarten Dawn Beach
Resorl & Spa opened in December and
offers something for everything, from
an extensive list of spa treatments to
various Neld trips for ehildren.

A popular trip hosted by the Westin
S50 Maarien's Kids Club visiis ihe
nearby Butterfly Farm. Agents can
book these prior o a client’s arrival.
There is an additdonal charge of 525
for these trips on tap of the regular
510 o 512 daily charge for
the Kids Club,

To book any of the Kids
(lub trips at Westin 5i.
Maarien, call Brenda
Wathey, destinations man-
ager for Westin 54, Maarien,
at (0116 599-520-T 229,

Al Westin Cayman, which
offers mostly the same
amenities as the 51,
Maarten property, children
can go on visits o the
nearby turtle farm, which is
alzo an additional charge
of aboul $25,

The best rooms for
families at either properiy
are the Resort View rooms.
They have 450 square feel
of space; they cost 5149 a
might from Augusi 1o
Movember and $19%9 a nighi
from mow antil Augusi.

VIPF car service from the nearby
airports can also be arranged. Westin
5t Maarten is located about 20 (o 25
minutes from SC Maarten’s new alrport
terminal; & ear servies ransfer costs
aboiil $30 & peErson. Serviee o the
Grami Cayman properiy. which is
lecated about 10 minotes (rom the
airport. cosis about $15-%20 a person.

Wesiin 51 Maarien also offers
culinary apporiunities, including wine

Lastings and cooking classes. Although
the detnils are still baing worked owot,
Marcus K. Repp. regional director of
lood and beverage, told Travel Agent
that cooking classes will be offered
about once a month at a charge of
515 1o 540 a person,

The wine tastings will be
incorporated into a full evening of
dining and will also me=t likely be
offered once a month. Cost will range
from 100 to $120 4 person. For more
information on the cooking classes,
agents should call Daniel Rosells, food
and beverage director of the property,
at (011) 599-543-6700, ext. 6007,

The spa at Westin 5t. Maarten has
15 treatment reoms. The most popular

The Carlysle Estate Villa, Somerset on Grace Bay, Turks & Calcos

treatment is the Dawn Beach Escape,
a lour-howr package that inclodes the
works: & massage. manicure, pedleure,
ele. The four-hour package costs S350
a person, I is also the most popular
treatment al Westin Grand Cayman.
bul there it has a dilfersnl name, the
Seven Mile Package. For more spa
informatlon ai each property, agenis
should call Pat England, spa direcior al
the Grand Cayman properiy, al 345.

B4 5-3800 and Carola Sjoer, spa
direcior at Westin 5. Maarten, ai
(011} 599-543-6700

The Four Seasons Nevis,

West Indies

Nevis, located only a 40-minute ferry
ride from St. Kitts, is becoming another
popular destination with a host of activi-
ties for all ages. S0 Kits (s aeighbor
but polar eppositel mainly consists of
easinos, night clubs and bars; Nevis,
however, is designed for pure relax-
ation—whether ils enjoving the moun-
tain, the beach aor the rainforest.

Perhaps the most family-oriented
proparty in Mevis is the Four Seasons,
which has villas ideal fvr familles and
offers agents a 10-percent
commissinn,

Fouar Seasons can
arrange for a host of
activitles popular for
families, including the
nature trails excursion,
These are very popular
for ehildren, especially
sinee you are most likely
to see an array of green
vervel monkeys. butterflies
and unusual trees in the
rainfores) and hidden
ruins. Agents should call
Jim Johnson of Top ta
Bottom at 869-369-9080,
Lynell or Earla Liburd of
Sunrise Tours at 869-469-
2758, or Michael Herbart
of Heb's Mature Tours at
Bh9-469-3512.

Mevis also offers mown-
lain biking. tennis, horss-
back riding, goll and hiking on Newis
Peak. Agenis should call the same
contacts provided for the nature trails
1o book hiking on Nevis Peak. However,
tell elienis this might be a bil challeng-
ing For children, as the peak is 3,232
lewi high.

Four Seasons Resort Estates ofler
nighily villas ranging from $975 io
55,500, depending on the sizge al the
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Conitimipd Fom poge 9
willa and the seesen. For owere bnforms-
than on the villas, agents shivuld call
SH9-46U-1111 er e-mail nevis_resera
thonsd” foursensoms com. Agnals can
alsa eall Eva Chan. sales direcior foer
Fuoar Sensis, gl 2129154955 or

e-madl v chard foure asons. oo

Cable Beach Resorts

in Nassau, Bahamas

Nasaaw, Lthe Aahamas, remdaine one of
the most popualar destinallidm in e
Lariblicin lor lamalies, Hopw segpesied
properies here for famillos are Cable
Brach Resoris’ 550 rodam 'l\:pTI.I‘IhirI'I-
“assan lesort & Crystal Polace Casines
and the (Pd=romm Shernton Cable Beach
Hesart, which recently uisderawenl &an
S50 milllon resvation

% mirw spi s scheduled to open in
between both properiies by the end of
the ve@ir; aocordimg Lie |,|-|.|l|1|=|_ it will b
mpen Lo Flesls -u-lI I|'|||hr"r FiEaiir

Harth propriees are dee be lbmrign
1O (el of beack and have o Kids
Clubs for children 4 (o 12,

Each properiy offers a 10-peroent
L]l TRETEN ]

Lpriils shavuld call Tinn Bermand
direcior of wravel imlusiry sales for
Sheratan, at tAFR-630- | J440, pad
Crystal Callins, direcier of revense
manager o iraved indopstry sales
Fer Wynidham, i 354-%15-294 ]

Arawak Beach lnn in Angullla
Amother nspect of multl-generstional
truvel Lhini has been gaining sueam is
family reunbon vacsibons

Yrawnk Hench lon s &
greal plne s lor agenis o
Buniek snin'h i vacsibod
lenis cny reni ol 15
fumnina, Which ran secom-
makdale 30 people, for
s bl of Agfailla al
i Fale ol $155 peir mighil

Batits for Arawak's Real
ih@ bWl prisgram e 6yvail-
mlile yonr-roond starting al
S1.083 pier prereon based
mi @ wsver-migght stay for
the |5 rooms, which

fravalhgest jume 29, 3007

The peel ot the Westin 5i. Masrien Dawn Beach Resort & Spa

mevomimesdaie wp L i prople i hased
i doslle sccupancy)
Varalbodirrs will 01y i all-pimeile -

nivit Al plan, &6 NEErskE lsoa pEeyaiae

islnnd, & meand of wolitome drinks upon
arrival and all ranslers. This repre-
senils & savimgs of 30 percent compare
6 regular per room, per night raies
mrl eomees oul o s [liele s %0505 per
s, per nkghi

Gesis can ksunge by the posl, ke a
quick boat irip over o Scilly Cay for Hve
muisic and kebsier, or go 1o nearby Shoal
Bay Beach for parasolling. restauranis,
b windd entertabmmiei. 1 offers wganis
a 10-percent comnmbssbon. Agemis cun
cill Maris Hewkins, Arawak inskesper.
al U14-509-58T7 5.
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Somerset on Grace Bay,
Turks & Calcos

| P Hamelly =0t nded progieriy |||-h|
mpmed b Buae ol 2O on 4.6 |nitdiala
{romt @cres along Gracoe Bay. The 54
st fzcility olTcrs Extremse Beach
Crogueel, \rwa partics, infmity poals with
underwater seund systemes anil privaie
iy el Dabs, all peguilar wills Taimi
lies. Every ruopl comes witl an x-Feis
Haes sgart ol S504, The Prspiry s
Estuie Houses are the best risans oo
ook, The Ponihouse Esimre s the s
rosm of them all. ki offers the same
aienliles as the olther Estiie rodims, b
I has wo Noors, as epgesed o tha
olher single-Noeor rosms. All roams have
wraparound (erraces with owtdeor hot
iubs. The Pentlmiuse Fsta
Hidwmn siares ai 54, (0K &
nlght, while the regular

LR

Estair Mowmses i ([43
Bdtween S5 080 ind
4,000 a mighl. Ths
ralale howses all hivve

anmkhEkE

v hesd fomims., miakiing
11 pEriecl ber famillis. 1
is[TeEs agents & 10- pisreel
' TIFL T SShER

Apents shauld rall
[zrmeral Manager kanren
Wihind mb ST - SUs [ ]



